
Midlands Coastal Cruising Club 
Draft Minutes of the 34

th
 Annual General Meeting 

 Held on Tuesday 18
th

. March, 2008 

At Ashwood Social Club 

Starting at 8-10 pm. 

 

Present: 27 

 

Apologies: B&B. Heath  A.&J. Tooby: C.&R Rickard: G.&P Winter: B.Beddard: P. 

Evans: A.Bedford: E. Little 

 

Minutes of the 33
rd

.Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 20
th

. March 2007. 

Approved by acclamation. 

 

Matters Arising: None 

 

Chairman’s Report: The Chairman, Mike Lorenz, outlined the programme that had 

been presented, comparing and contrasting the varied speakers the Club had heard. 

Prior to Christmas Beryl Heath’s talk on crossing from Thailand to Sri Lanka 

contrasted with secrets of the Birmingham and Black Country built Titanic and the 

noble purpose of the Jubilee Sailing Trust. After Christmas, Katie Miller took us 

round Britain, Douglas Forrester fetched his new boat from Sweden, Andrew Tooby 

went on the East Med. Rally, Mike Ellison went round Britain twice(!) and members 

spoke on such diverse topics as buying boats, chartering hazards, cross country 

walking and a trip to South America. 

It had needed teamwork to produce such a programme and he paid tribute to the 

Committee Members for their help. 

He then reported that the first meeting in October would be on the 3
rd

. Tuesday in 

October(21
st
.) and the season would continue until the 1

st
. Tuesday in April, 2009. 

Hopefully this would mean that there was a very good attendance for the first meeting 

to be addressed by Terry and Monica Darlington. 

He then gave thanks to Bob Morgan(Hon. Treasurer), Alan and Jackie 

Birch(Secretarial Duties), Heather Corlett(hospitality) and Elaine(Barlady) and plants 

were presented to Heather and Elaine. 

Finally he mentioned the move to Ashwood Social Club, stating that he thought it had 

been a “ good move”and gave his thanks to members for their support. 

He proposed acceptance of his report, which was seconded by Mike Rogers and 

passed with acclamation. 

 

Hon. Treasurers Report: Bob Morgan presented the accounts which showed a slight 

fall (£15.00) in subscription income but a surplus overall of some £35.97. Reserves 

had therefore increased to £1211.12. He proposed acceptance of the accounts, which 

were seconded by R.Caddick and passed unanimously. 

 

Hon. Secretary’s Report. The Hon. Sec. started by outlining the process that had been 

followed to canvass Members’ opinions prior to the move to Ashwood. He said only 2 

objections had been received. Alan then thanked Jackie for compiling the following 

statistics: Members signing in: 2006-7:53     2007-8:51  

Average attendance at meetings: 2006-7:24   2007-8: 30.4 

Variation:                               2006-7:19-33    2007-8: 23-41 



The highest attendance was for Beryl Heath’s talk and the lowest Mike Ellinson’s. 

He proposed his report, which was seconded by D.Caddick. Accepted by acclamation. 

 

Election of Chairman: Mrs Beryl Heath was elected Chairman. 

 

Election of Committee:  

Ivan Baker wished to stand down and he was thanked for his service. The Chairman 

appealed for volunteers to join the Committee and Alan stressed that the task was not 

onerous but largely involved ideas for speakers. 

The following agreed to serve again: 

Mr A .Birch 

Mrs D. Caddick 

Mr R. Caddick 

Mrs H. Corlett, 

Mr M .Lorenz 

Mr R. Morgan 

Mr A.Tooby 

 

Election of Hon Auditor: 

Mr B. Corlett was proposed by M .Lorenz and seconded by J. Birch. Accepted 

unanimously. 

 

Any Other Business: The Chairman thanked Bob Morgan for his work on the website 

and a short discussion followed on how to widen its appeal, possibly through the use 

of links or an advert in the yachting press. 

The Chairman asked whether Members were happy with the move to Ashwood and it 

was agreed that all were. 

He then took soundings as to whether members were happy with the balance of the 

talks. Generally they were, but there was a request from K. Beddard for some more 

talks on technical matters such as boat maintenance or engines. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2108. 

 

The Hon. Secretary then thanked Mike Lorenz for his work as Chairman over the last 

3 years and asked members to show their thanks as he was presented with a bottle of 

wine(red!). He also thanked Pam Lorenz for providing the food and she too was 

presented with a bottle of wine(white!) and the gratitude of those present. 

 

After the meeting closed Ron Morgan offered to serve on the Committee and his offer 

was speedily accepted. 

 

A.R.Birch (Hon. Secretary)  19
th

. March 2008 

 

 


